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Fundraising FAQ’s 
 

Question: What percentage of the funds that I raise will be donated to actual Fuller Center 

projects?  

Response: All of it!  Thanks to a donor who has given us the funds to cover the projected costs of 
the trip, we expect that every dollar raised can be given to a Fuller Center project. 
 

Question: Which Fuller Center project will it go toward? 

Response: You as the rider get to determine the project to which your funds will be sent.  The 
donations are marked as “in honor of (rider’s name)” and put into an account specifically for our 
bike trip.  After the ride is over you can determine the designation of the funds.  To help make 
your work more “real,” we recommend that you choose a specific type of project from our 
sponsorship page in this packet and attempt to raise at least enough to meet those goals. 
 

Question: To whom should checks be made out to? Can supporters make donations in 

other ways?  

Response: Checks should be made payable to “The Fuller Center” and in the memo section of 
the check they should write “biking – [rider’s name]”.   
 
Donations can also be made online.  Supporters can donate directly by going to 
www.fullercenter.org/bikedonations and checking the box that says “in honor of someone.”  On 
the next page, when it asks for whom the gift honors, simply have them type in your name. 
 
You may also get to that same donation page through our trip’s website: 
www.fullercenterbiketrip.com.   
 

Question: Are contributions to The Fuller Center tax-deductible?  

Response: Yes!  The Fuller Center is a 501(c)(3) organization and meets all 20 Better Business 
Bureau Charity Standards.  All contributions that we receive are deductible against federal 
income taxes. 
 
The Fuller Center will send a receipt and donation recognition for any amount $10 or over and 
will provide the rider with reports to be used for a more personal “thank you.”  Please note that 
we can only send the receipt recognition to the writer of the check. 
 

Question: How will I be able to track my donations?  

Response: We will be sending out a report periodically that includes the name, address, and 
amount of the donation to your personal email address.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Fundraising Guide 
It starts with F-U-N 

 

Three common barriers 
 

You just signed up for the Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure, and now you have to raise at least 
$4,000 and the whole trip has to raise $100,000.  What now?  At moments like this, there is only 
one thing to do…PANIC!   
 
Go ahead, click on the panic button below. 
 

 
 
Ok, keep clicking on it.  Hmm, nothing seems to be happening, huh?  So panicking might not be 
the answer after all.  Now that we’ve got that out of our system, we can start to address the issue 
head on. 
 

Barrier 1: But I don’t WANT to raise $4,000!  I’m scared to ask for money. 

 
Answer: Many people dread fundraising and they don’t even know why.   
 
If you tell people about the exciting trip of which you will be part, you are giving people who 
cannot ride the opportunity to participate in the adventure.  Supporting causes like this is a 
source of joy; people will be inspired, challenged, and uplifted by hearing about your plans!   
 
Since no one gives except by their own choosing, fundraising is a win-win for both the rider and 
the donors.  This is a chance to share with others the good things God is using you for in your 
life, and an invitation for them to be a part of it – to be part of God’s work with the resources 
God has entrusted to them.  Best of all, the results of all this can have life-changing effects for 
families in dire need.   
 

Barrier 2: Yeah, but I still feel bad asking people for money. 

 
Don’t feel bad, get glad!  It’s for such an important cause, helping kids and families whose living 
conditions would break your heart.  God has entrusted us on earth with the resources we need to 
transform lives – we just have to do the work of opening human hearts and extracting those 
resources.   
 
As you may know, it’s not uncommon for students or missionaries to ask for financial help by 
writing letters to people they know.  After all, “The worker deserves his wages” (1 Tim 5:18). 
 
As an interesting fact, churchgoers on average give about 3% of their income away – far short of 
even the 10% minimum “tithe” set in the Old Testament.  Without judging any individuals, we 
are helping people in the richest nation on earth respond to God’s call to generously share their 
bounty.  



 

Barrier 3: Ok, but how do I go about raising that kind of money? 

 
We trust that God will provide for us when we do all that we can with our own efforts.  To help 
you with those efforts, we have come up with these 10 principles.   
 

 
Ten Principles for fundraising 
 

Principle 1: ASK!   

Ask and you will receive – don’t ask, and you won’t receive!  No one can support you if they do 
not know what you are doing.  It pays to ask.   
 
As Millard Fuller has said, “We tried asking and we tried not asking and we always got more 
when we asked!” 
 

Principle 2: Ask EVERYONE 

Write down everyone you know – go back to grade school, churches you have attended, old jobs, 
teachers, your uncle Bob – everyone.  This is your chance to invite all of them to participate in 
the Lord’s work in this way and to help some people who really need it. 
 
One of my favorite tricks is to ask them to ride on the trip with you, even for a day or week.  If 
they say no, then ask them to support you on the trip!  Help them to think big by telling them that 
our goal is $100,000.  A number that high will get them excited, thinking big, and want to help. 
 

Principle 3: Learn 

Learn all you can about The Fuller Center for Housing and our exciting work.  Check out our 
website, read Millard and Linda’s biography in The House that Love Built, and learn about the 
need for affordable housing.  It will help you talk confidently about the dynamic organization 
you are supporting. 
 

Principle 4: Get creative  

For most people who fundraise for something like this, writing letters are their bread-and-butter.  
When writing your letters, consider asking them to sponsor you for a certain state or at a certain 
level per mile, for instance at $.10 for every mile.   
 
You can expand your efforts well beyond letter-writing.  A friend of mine went door-to-door, 
telling about her plans and handing out brochures, and she raised over $4,000 in a week!  You 
could put a stationary bike in a prominent location in your town or campus to do a sun-up to sun-
down ride, receiving donations all day.  Start a Facebook group, host a game/sponsorship night, 
organize a fundraiser, etc.  Use your imagination! 
 
Don’t feel above more traditional fundraisers like car washes or church donut sales!    
 

Principle 5: Make it personal  
When possible, tell someone about your trip in person or even over the phone.  If you’re writing 
letters, personalize the first paragraph or write a short note on the bottom to let them know that 
this is a personal request, not a mass mailing.   
 



In addition, instead of simply saying that you are raising money to support a cause, you can 
make it personal by saying that, for instance, you are trying to raise $9,500 so that you can 
sponsor one home rehab project in the U.S. ($5,000) and one new home for a family in the 
Republic of the Congo ($4,500).  
 

Principle 6: Bounce back from “no” 

If someone tells you “no,” what do you lose?  Nothing.  You probably don’t know the person’s 
personal financial situation or ability to donate, so tell them thanks anyway, pick your head up, 
and go on to ask the next person. 
 

Principle 7: No pressure sales needed 

We aren’t trying to force people’s hands, we are giving them the opportunity to support us.  Send 
thank you notes to those who write you encouraging notes, even if they cannot donate.   In other 
words, if someone really can’t give, you understand – it’s not like your friendship is on the line 
here.  
 

Principle 8: Ask groups 

Churches, civic clubs, Bible study groups, schools, the local paper, athletic teams, school clubs, 
etc.  Ask to speak at their meetings and come tell them about what you have in mind, then either 
the individuals or the group as a whole may want to support you!  At worst, you’ve just “spread 
the word” to that many more people. 
 

Principle 9: Get referrals 

This goes back to principal #1 – ASK!  If you don’t ask for referrals, you probably won’t get 
them.  If you’ve created your own flyer or hand-out, give a few extra to your supporters and ask 
them to spread the word. 
 

Principle 10: Say “Thank you!” 

Your donors want to support both the cause and you personally.  Be sure to say “thank you” for 
every gift, big or small.  Keep them posted throughout the ride, such as by mailing out postcards 
along your route.  If you help them feel loved and appreciated, they will know that the money 
they entrusted to you was well placed. 
 
 
Do these things, pray real hard, and practice your “Bambi eyes” when asking for money, and 
before you know it you may have raised more than you thought possible!  If all else fails, call 
Ryan Iafigliola at The Fuller Center (229.924.2900) and talk it over.  You can do it! 
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[Date] 
 
Dear [Name], 
 
[Personalize opening sentences].  Anyway, I wanted to tell you about my exciting plans for this summer and to ask 
for your support.   
 
One can hardly open the newspaper or turn on the TV without hearing about our nation’s foreclosure crisis, and it is 
a sad truth that much of the world lives in shacks.  This summer, in my own small way, I have committed myself to 
making a difference.  Through an event called the Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure, I will ride my bicycle across 

the country!  It will support The Fuller Center for Housing, the wonderful new organization founded by Millard 
Fuller, the Founder of Habitat for Humanity.   
 
From June 14th to August 8th, about 10 other riders and I will go from San Diego, CA to Savannah, GA, stopping to 
put our own hands and hammers to work on many Fuller Center projects.  In Americus, Georgia, we will get to meet 
Millard Fuller himself! 
 
My goal is to be able to raise enough money to build a home in [country], a place where [input a brief description of 
the need – see the home sponsorship page in this toolkit].  In addition, I hope to sponsor a home rehab project in the 
U.S.  To accomplish my goals, I will need to raise [fundraising goal].   
 
I would like for you to sponsor me for the 400 miles I will ride in the state of Arizona.  If you are financially able, 
perhaps you can sponsor me at ten cents a mile, twenty five cents, or even a dollar a mile.  As I ride through 
Arizona, I will carry with me a list of my Arizona sponsors as a personal reminder to pray for you and thank God for 
all you have done for me. 
 
I invite you to see more about our trip on our website, www.fullercenterbiketrip.com, where you can also find the 
link to our online journal (“blog”) that we will be updating from the road.  Thank you in advance for your prayers 
for the team this summer, and for your help in building a home in [country] and repairing one in the U.S.!  I will 
follow-up with you. 
 
 
 
With sincere appreciation, 
 
 
 
[your name] 
 
P.S. Would you mind telling one other person about my ride and asking for their support?  That would be super 
helpful.  Thanks so much!   

                                                 
701 S. Martin Luther King Blvd. * Americus, Georgia 31719 USA 

PO Box 523 * Americus, Georgia 31709 USA * P 229-924-2900 * F 229-924-2901 * www.fullercenter.org 



Sponsorship Opportunities 
 

 
Roof Replacement or Repair for a Family in the U.S.    $2,500 

Major roof repair or replacement is a huge economic burden for low-income families.  Leaky roofs cause 
water damage to the house itself and the things in them, and damp conditions cause illness.  A bad roof 
causes a leaky house, creating energy inefficiency and high utility bills for families already in financial 
straits.  

 

Rehab of an Existing House for a Family in the U.S.    $5,000 
Millions of Americans—many of them elderly or ill—cannot afford the repairs needed to make their 
homes safe, stable and cheery.  A rehab allows families on limited incomes to stay in their own homes 
without refinancing or incurring the burden of heavy debt.  The Greater Blessing Program supports repair 
work for other families and fosters the joy of giving back.     
 
A New Home for a Family in the U.S.      $50,000 

Despite a seeming myriad of options to finance a home, for many working-class families, there is no such 
thing as an affordable mortgage on the conventional market.  The Fuller Center for Housing helps 
hardworking, decent people set up reasonable, no-interest payments; sweat equity strengthens the sense of 
true homeownership.  As the payments are recycled to help more families, Fuller Center partners spread 
the joy and benefits of homeownership to others.     

 

A House for a Family in the Republic of the Congo (Congo-Brazzaville) 

(Formerly French Congo)       $4,500 

The poor farmers we are building with in Makana II Village outside Brazzaville live in truly dire 
circumstances.  Their land was the last stronghold of rebels in the latest civil war, which virtually 
destroyed all infrastructure.  The main road through their land was just improved by the EU, but 
construction regulations forced them from their existing homes.   Working with USAID, The US 
Embassy, International Partnership for Human Development and others, The Fuller Center will build 
some 30 homes, with community structures as well.  
 

A House for a Family in The Democratic Republic of the Congo  

(Formerly Belgian Congo)        $2,500 

Sponsorship of a home in the DRC—formerly Zaire-- is particularly meaningful as this is where Millard 
and Linda Fuller began their visionary mission to eliminate poverty housing over 30 years ago.  The 
Fuller Center is working in remote Bolomba, reachable by a six-hour riverboat ride.  Here, the people live 
off the river and the jungle, without electricity, cell phones…or litter!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     
 

 



A House for a Family in El Salvador       $5,500 

Most families we work with in El Salvador do not own land and have only seasonal incomes from 
working in cane fields.  They are part of a huge but hardworking underclass that lacks the education and 
opportunities to lift themselves out of poverty.  Multi-generation families often live in one-room 
dwellings, lowering hammocks from the ceiling in order to sleep each night.   
 

A House for a Family in Nepal       $3,000 

The Rana Tharu are an extremely poor people who have lived through generations of bonded labor.  With 
its partners, The Fuller Center is relocating an entire village of 63 houses from a low-lying river area, 
which frequently floods the homes of the villagers, to higher ground.  Despite its modest cost, a Fuller 
Center house in Nepal often shelters close to a dozen people because the Rana Tharu live in traditional 
extended families.   

 

A House for a Family in Nigeria      $3,500 

The most populous country in Africa is rich in oil, but the wealth from this treasure does not trickle down 
to the vast majority of it people.  The Nigeria Fuller Center for Housing works outside Abuja, the capital 
city, where common folk can rarely afford to live and have settled in sprawling slums.  A modest, 
affordable home instantly improves quality of life and helps lift Nigerian families from the cycle of urban 
poverty.   
 
A House for a Family in Peru       $4,500 

The La Florida project outside of Lima will shelter 448 families—more than 2,000 people!  Most families 
are migrant farm workers with low, seasonal incomes and no land.  Many currently live in portable huts 
made of bamboo panels.  Those in traditional houses suffer from miserable overcrowding.  Many 
organizations are assisting families who lost homes in last year’s earthquake, but the Fuller Center will 
help families who have never had homes.   

 

A House for a Family in Sri Lanka      $3,500 

Hundreds of organizations have built homes for tsunami-affected families near the high-profile resort 
areas of southern Sri Lanka.  But The Fuller Center is helping neglected families near the urban capital of 
Colombo, where the tsunami not only destroyed huge swathes of houses but also destroyed the 
livelihoods of fishermen who live there.   
 

Rehab of a Family’s House in Sri Lanka     $1,500 

Although poor, the country of Sri Lanka has a high rate of home ownership.  However, due to an 
economy destroyed by the civil war and the tsunami, struggling homeowners cannot afford repairs that 
would turn dilapidated or damaged houses into decent, safe homes.   
 

Where Most Needed        Any Amount! 

An undesignated donation to The Fuller Center for Housing gives us instant access to funds needed to 
build and repair homes for families in eight countries around the world and in almost 40 communities in 
the U.S.    All donations, in any amount, are greatly appreciated and help us build…and grow!  
 



 
 
 

Approximate mileage per state: 
 
 California: 250 miles 
 Arizona: 400 miles 
 New Mexico: 400 miles 
 Colorado: 500 miles 
 Kansas: 250 miles 
 Oklahoma: 300 miles 

 Texas: 200 miles 
 Louisiana: 250 miles 
 Mississippi: 150 miles 
 Alabama: 250 miles 
 Georgia: 350 miles 
 TOTAL: 3,300 miles 

 
Formula: ______  x   _____ =  $___________ 

             miles                  $/mile              sponsorship amount 

 
 
 


